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      COVER NOTE 

 

           201 4 has been one of the most troubled years ln Jerusalem since the end of the 
Second Intifada. While the trends described ln this report are not new, and have 
been the subject of reporting and recommendations by EU HOMs on an annual 
basis, the tensions, mistrust and violence which have accompanied developments 
in the city in the course of the year have  reached  extremely high levels. These 
developments are increasingly threatening the viability of the two-state solution and, 
in t u r n  r i s k precipitating further levels of polarization and violence. 
 
Considering the EU's long standing commitment to the two state solution with an 
independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state, comprising Gaza 
and the West Bank including East Jerusalem, living side by side ln peace and 
security with the State of Israel; 
 
Considering that the developments ln East Jerusalem, in particular the 
systematic increase ln settlement activity, tensions over the Haram al Sharif / 
Temple Mount and rising levels of tensions and acts of violence on both sides, are 
increasingly undermining the two-state solution; 
 
Considering the urgent need to address the situation ln conformity with the EU's 
established position including all relevant EU Council Conclusions, most recently 
those of 22nd July and 17th 
November 2014, and in accordance with relevant UNSC resolutions (in particular 
UNSC Resolution 476 (1980), as well as in accordance with International law saying 
that the acquisition of territory by force or the threat of the use of force ls 
inadmissible; 
 
The Heads of Mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah herewith submit to the 
Political and Security Committee the Jerusalem Report 2014 (Annex 1) and 
for a discussion a series of recommendations to reinforce EU policy on East 
Jerusalem (Annex 2). Annex 3 contains additional facts and figures on 
Jerusalem. 
 
ln view or the above and the rapidly deteriorating situation on the ground, the 
Heads of Mission ln Jerusalem and Ramallah recommend : 
 

- More active, systematic and visible implementation of E U policy ln East Jerusalem 
 

- Using all opportunities  with  the  Israeli authorities to call for urgent  policy 
changes on Jerusalem 
 

- Appropriate follow up to the submissions set out  in annex. 
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