International call: Move the "Big Start" of the Giro d'Italia from Israel

We, the undersigned civil society groups committed to universal human rights, sustainable
development, freedom of movement, and ethical tourism are alarmed to see world class cycling
event Giro d’Italia aiding Israel in its violations of international law and Palestinians’ human
rights.

Holding the “Big Start” of the 2018 race in Israel will not only cover up Israel’s military
occupation and racist policies against Palestinians, it will also exacerbate Israel’s sense of
impunity and encourage it to continue denying the Palestinian people their UN-stipulated rights.

Starting the race in Jerusalem will help cement Israel’s unlawful claim of sovereignty over the
city. Since it occupied and illegally annexed East Jerusalem over 50 years ago, Israel has worked
tirelessly to expand and consolidate its illegal Jewish-only settlements in and around the city.

According to a United Nations Special Rapporteur, the Jerusalem municipality itself, as a matter
of policy, is actively carrying out gradual “ethnic cleansing” of Palestinians through home
demolitions, forced expulsions and revocation of residency rights. Israel’s actions in Jerusalem
have been repeatedly condemned as illegal by the UN.

On its web site and official social media channels, Giro d’Italia deceptively portrays occupied
East Jerusalem as part of Israel and as its unified capital. No country in the world recognizes any
part of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The race stage planned for southern Israel, through the Nagab (Negev) desert, will pass by
dozens of Palestinian Bedouin villages Israel refuses to recognize. Israel denies the indigenous
Palestinians of these villages, who are Israeli citizens, the most basic of services, including
electricity, water, clinics, schools and roads. Many of these villages have been subjected to
repeated demolitions by Israel, with one of them, Al-Araqib, demolished over 100 times. In
addition, Israel is arbitrarily revoking the citizenship of thousands of Palestinian Bedouins,
leaving them stateless, in clear violation of international law.

Giro d’Italia is also working with at least one company active in illegal Israeli settlements. The
Israeli production company for the event counts among its clients the Golan Heights Winery,
which operates from the occupied Syrian Golan Heights in violation of international law.

The UN Human Rights Council has already warned some 150 Israeli and international
companies of the legal consequences of their unlawful involvement in Israeli settlements in the
occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. All Israeli settlements built on occupied
Palestinian -- and Syrian -- land constitute a war crime, according to international law.

We are further concerned at news of Giro d’Italia plans to “celebrate” 70 years since the
establishment of the State of Israel at a time when Palestinians will be commemorating the 70™
anniversary of the Nakba (“catastrophe”), when approximately 800,000 indigenous Palestinians
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were forcibly removed from their homeland, signaling the beginning of Israel’s dispossession of
Palestinians as a people and its ongoing denial of their human rights that continues today.

Such injustice and oppression run counter to the values and spirit of sports.

We therefore call on RCS MediaGroup, organizers of the Giro d’Italia, to move the start of
the race to another country to ensure no involvement in Israeli violations of international
law and Palestinian human rights.

We remind RCS MediaGroup, race sponsors and participating teams of the legal consequences
and reputational damage stemming from collaborating with Israeli institutions and companies
involved in violations of human rights and international law.

We call on cycling teams planning to participate in next year’s race to join us in urging RCS
MediaGroup to move the race to another country, and, in the event RCS fails to do so, to
consider withdrawing from the race to avoid abetting violations of human rights and
international law.

Finally, we strongly urge the governments of participating teams to take a public position against
Israeli claims of sovereignty over Jerusalem, including East Jerusalem, as its capital and
encourage teams, institutions and companies to refrain from providing recognition or assistance
to Israeli violations of international law.

Signed:

Noam Chomsky — linguist, philosopher, cognitive scientist and historian
Sergio Cofferati — Member of the European Parliament,
John Dugard — jurist and former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Palestinian rights,

Richard Falk - professor emeritus of international law and former United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Palestinian rights

Eleonora Forenza — Member of the European Parliament,
Luisa Morgantini — former vice president of the European Parliament,
Moni Ovadia — actor, writer playwright

Curzio Maltese - Member of the European Parliament

ECCP (European Coordination of Committees and Associations for Palestine), Europe

Palestine Solidarity Styria, Austria
BDS Austria, Austria
Frauen in Schwarz, Austria



Personenkomitee Gaza Muss Leben, Austria
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Commercio Equo e Solidale Coop. Soc. onlus, Italy
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Society for Human Rights and Supportive Action, Slovenia
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Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos de Andalucia (APDHA), Spain
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Anticapitalistas

Asociacion Al-Quds de Solidaridad con los Pueblos del Mundo Arabe (Malaga)
Asociacion de Amistad Palestina-Granada «Turaby

Asociacion Andaluza por la Solidaridad y 1a Paz — ASPA
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Asociacion Pau Ara y Sempre

Asociacion Pro-Derechos Humanos de Andalucia
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MEWANDO (Euskadi)

Movimiento de Jovenes Palestinos

Mujeres en Zona de Conflicto - M.Z.C.

Mujeres por la Paz — Accion Solidaria con Palestina (Canarias)
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Paz Ahora
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Red Judia Antisionista Internacional (IJAN)
Sodepau
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Sodepaz Balamil

Taula per Palestina (Illes Balears)

Unién de Juventudes Comunistas de Espana (UJCE)



CIG (Confederacion Intersindical Galega), Galicia

BDS Ziirich, Switzerland
Le Collectif urgence Palestine-Vaud soutient et signe cet appel., Switzerland

Cambridge Palestine Solidarity Campaign, United Kingdom
Chester Friends of Palestine, United Kingdom

Friends of Sabeel UK, United Kingdom

Hackney Green Party, United Kingdom

Jews for Justice for Palestinians, United Kingdom

Kairos Britain, United Kingdom

Palestine Solidarity Campaign, United Kingdom

The Big Ride, United Kingdom

Bay Area Women in Black, United States

Corvallis Palestine Solidarity, United States

Jewish Voice for Peace, United States

Lutherans for Justice in the Holy Land, United States
Tennessee Campaign for Palestinian Rights, United States
US Campaign for Palestinian Rights, United States



